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The story and legend of Pancho Villa electrified Mexico with the wild tales of his outlaw life that

people told about him. Now students can learn the truth of Pancho Villa, a larger than life character

of Mexico's past.
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The cover photograph for "Pancho Villa: Mexican Revolutionary Hero" will undoubtedly challenge

the expectations of any young writers who have heard of the legendary figure. But one of the points

of R. Conrad Stein's volume for this series, A Proud Heritage: The Hispanic Library, is to talk about

the man behind the legend. Within these pages you will find more traditional photographs of Villa,

wearing a sombrero and bandoliers of ammunition, but you will also find a solid juvenile biography

of the man who should be remembered for his military leadership and the role he played in the

Mexican Revolution.Stein confronts the legends and stories that have grown up around the life of

Pancho Villa in the book's first chapter, such as the story of why he became a bandit; a sidebar

considers the question of whether this story if "Fact or Fiction?" Stein also explains that in Mexico a

"bandit" has a touch of Robin Hood in him. The second chapter covers the beginning of the Mexican

Revolution and how Villa led the people of northern Mexico during that time, including the Battle of



Ciudad Juarez. The next chapter looks at Mexican at War with Itself and how Villa was portrayed in

the American press. Death of a Hero, the final chapter, tells of Villa's assassination in 1923, and a

sidebar points out that between 1 and 2 million Mexicans died as a direct result of the war, versus

500,000 Americans killed during the Civil War.Given all that usually appears in American history

textbooks about Pancho Villa is how General John J. Pershing pursued him into Mexico during the

Wilson administration (although he might be referred to as the "George Washington of Mexico"),

Stein provides a very informative book.
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